Abstract
It has also been observed that individuals tend to.remember words in terms of the semantic fields in which they are semantically mapped. Furthermore, research on human memory (Abudullah, 1993) has revealed that human beings capture their experiences of the world in scripts or schemata of related events and this has led to the further surmise that words too are stored in semantically related networks. This, therefore, woiild suggest that in order for vocabulary teaching to be effective, vocabulary should be presented in semantic fields, or maps, or networks.
It was upon this background that the researcher sought to test the relative effectiveness of a definition and explanation technique; and a semantic mapping technique.
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R e s e a rc h Q u e s tio n s The research hypothesis gujding this research was that the use of a semantic mapping technique tends to increase students' awareness that words belong to semantic fields^ and, therefore, increases, their facility to use words accurately and appropriately. A definition and explanation technique on the other hand does,not effect this to the same degree.
S ig n ific a n c e o f th e S tu d y
The findings of this study should help influence teachers in secondary schools and lecturers in teachers' colleges to select teaching techniques which increase students' facility with words when listening, speaking, reading and writing English.!
L im ita tio n s
English is a second language to most people in Zimbabwe, therefore, subjects in this research could have come across the target vocabulary in a variety of ways. Because of that, it was necessary to carry out a pilot study in an attempt to establish the extent to which the target vocabulary was already a part of the linguistic repertoire of the respondents. 
M e th o d o lo g y

Sample
The sample comprised forty students randomly selected from a population of 120 Form One students. The forty students were randomly sampled through a card system. Cards with the number 1 and cards with the number 2 were put in a box. Students who picked cards with the number 1 formed the sample.
Materials and D ata Collection Procedures
The forty students were pre-tested after being taught through a definition and explanation technique around the topic "ACCIDENT", th e following were target words for the learning activity 1: An analysis of the performance of students in the pre-test shown in Table 1 , after being taught by a definition and explanation technique reveals that 18 students out of 40 (45%) did hot score above 50%. 22 students out o f40 (55%) scored between 50 -65% and none scored above 65%. The performance of the same students after being taught using a semantic mapping technique ( Table 2 ). reveals that 7 out of 40 students (17.5% ) scored below 50%, that is 11 (28%) less from the pre-test.
The same number of students 22 out of 40 (55%) scored between 50 -65%. However, 11 out of 40 students (27,5% ) scored above 65% whereas in the pre test no students scored above 65%. • " -Overturn , . . .
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Frequency of occurrence of the selected words in the students' essays reveals that the frequency is higher in the Post-Test than'in the Pre-Test., There was also higher frequent use of synonyms in the Post-Test, as shown in Table 4 below. 
D is c u s s io n
From a purely statistical point of view the experiment showed that the students learnt more words through a semantic mapping technique than a definition and explanation technique. However, more important is the fact that they were able to categorise these words. During this process it is noted that they were able to determine which words belonged to the same Semantic field before they could categorise them. It is this process, in part, which is believed tci increase learners' awareness of the relatedness of words as well as to refine the meanings of the words.
That this is what indeed, occurred in this particular experiment, can be borne out, first, by the analysis of the frequency of occurrence of selected words from the target list and, secondly, by the analysis of the use of alternatives or synonyms by students in both the pre-test and post-test and, more so, by the t test. Although there was a deliberate and focused attempt by the researcher to teach the words 'overtake', 'accelerate', 'swerve', and 'overturn' through a definition and explanation technique, the words occurred in the students' essays only 2,8,4 and 3 times respectively On the other hand, although there was no conscious attempt to teach the same words through a semantic mapping technique, the brainstorming, categorisation and discussion may have resulted in the words being assimilated, accommodated and internalised.
Coming to the actual test-scores, after the use of a definition and explanation technique, results reveal that almost half the sample 45% performed below 50%. Since the marker was specifically looking for frequency of occurrence of target words, accuracy and appropriate use of the target words and a good understanding of the fact that words are related, it will be seen that the students did not perform well. A comparison of the pre-test and post-test results reveals that the number of students scoring below 50% has been considerably reduced to,7 (17,5%) from 18 (45%).
It is also realised that although there are the same number of students in the pre-test and post-test who scored between 50 -65% , there are in .fact 11 (27,5%) students who scored above 65%. This is a marked improvement because no students in the pre-test scored above 65% . This may lead to the conclusion that the performance of the students improved because of being taught using a semantic mapping technique.
The results of the t-test reveal beyond any shadow of doubt that the post test in which the semantic mapping technique was used is more effective than the first method in teaching vocabulary. 5 8 ...
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Conclusion
From the findings of this research it can be concluded that while we accept that learning does take place when one uses a definition and explanation technique to teach vocabulary, a more effective technique would be a semantic mapping technique. The researcher has been led to this conclusion because the results of the research have revealed that learners gained more control over words in terms of their meaning and use in the post-test. Students gained an awareness of the fact that words collocate and are related to each other in a way which creates a semantic map or web of meaning. It is this awareness of the relatedness of words that is important: The new vocabulary should fit in with the already existing vocabulary in the child's mental lexicon.
